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Happy New Year! As the holiday season 
fades away, our thoughts are focused on 
NY’s resolutions and diets. For many of us 
though, our focus is on planning activities 
and events for Black History Month. For us 
in the Jaku family, it continues to be a 
busy time of year. 
 

I encourage you to think about how you 
can be involved with BHM – either directly 
by providing your time, talent and services 
or indirectly by attending events. Be sure 
to involve your children, family members, 
neighbours and friends and introduce 
them to something new, historical, educa-
tional and relevant. 

WORD FROM THE PREZ 

Next month, Jaku Konbit is pleased to pre-
sent its second installment of the locally pro-
duced documentary, “West Indian Scheme - 
Domestic Pioneers.”  
 

The producer, Garmamie Sideau (some of 
you are familiar with his other Jaku Konbit 
works), is now producing the next chapter in 
this fascinating tale of the inspirational and 
true story of the contribution some women 
from the Caribbean made to the National 
Capital   Region beginning in the 1950s. 
 

The video focuses on the journey that some 
of the domestic workers embarked upon, 
the choices they made and the reasons for 
them. The joys and sorrows, challenges, new 
experiences, abuses and triumphs are all 
captured in the intensely personal and mov-
ing series of interviews. 
 

Invite your family and friends to attend. You 
are likely to recognize some of these ladies 
in the documentary.  

HONOURING AND CELEBRATING OUR  
LOCAL PIONEERS  

Jaku is very proud to announce that 
starting this month, Black Star Tutoring will 
be providing one- on-one tutoring to nine 
(9) students from Ridgemont High School. 
 

It’s quite an accomplishment to see this 
Program continue to grow year over year 
and to be able to provide meaningful and 
practical help to students in need.  
 

On another level, it’s wonderful to see an 
idea come full circle – from our initial intro-
duction to the Principal of Ridgemont High 
School in September to the signing of the 
letter of agreement in December, we are 
thrilled to show by example, the im-
portance and benefit of networking and 
collaborating.  
 

Stay tuned as we follow this story through 
the coming school year. 

RIDGEMONT HIGH SCHOOL JOINS WITH 
BLACK STAR TUTORING 

COME WATCH THE 
 DOCUMENTARY! 

 
WEST INDIAN SCHEME  
DOMESTIC PIONEERS 

SAT. FEB. 15, 2014 
6pm – 8pm 

Ben Franklin Place  
101 Centrepointe Dr. 

 

What? You missed it? On Friday Dec. 13, 
at Groovy’s Roti Hut on Montreal Rd., Jaku 
Konbit thanked its members and volun-
teers for their support and contributions 
throughout 2013.  

YEAR-END THANKS…… GROOVY STYLE 

The theme for Black History  
Month 2014 is “Our Canadian 
Story: Making Our Voices 
Heard”.  A listing of activities 
can be viewed at the Black His-
tory Ottawa website: 
http://www.blackhistoryottawa.org/.  
Consider going to an event or even volun- 
teering.  And invite a friend to join you.  
More historic info can also be found at 
http://www.blackhistorycanada.ca/ 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2014 

“Jaku celebrates Kwanzaa” was all over  
the map in Ottawa last month. 
From being reported in the 
Metro paper to being on the 
air live with CBC Radio to cele-
brating at the Police Station to 

Jaku’s Annual Celebration, there was no 
shortage of activities to celebrate this an-
nual tradition.  

KWANZAA ROCKS 2013!      

http://www.blackhistoryottawa.org/
http://www.blackhistorycanada.ca/

