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Happy Black History Month! The theme 
for BHM this year is “Our Canadian Story: 
Making Our Voices Heard”. It’s a good 
time to reflect on how you are making 
history or at the very least, how you can 
make your voice heard with your family 
and in this community of ours. 
 

At this time of year, many of us pay hom-
age and honour to those who stepped 
forward when others were thinking back-
wards. Let us recall that History is not only 
about the past - history is being made 
daily! 

Here are some individuals who live right 
here in Ottawa who are making history 
daily (Senator Don Meredith, Xerox Vice 
President, Emechete Onuoha). 

WORD FROM THE PREZ 

Join Jaku Konbit for a locally produced docu-
mentary on Domestic Pioneers - the story of 
Caribbean women who were brought to Can-
ada as domestics during the 1950’s and 60’s 
as part of the Canadian immigration policy. 
This will be playing at the Nepean Library on 
Feb. 15 from 6pm - 8pm. 
 

Other highlights for this month: the BHM 
Opening Ceremony held at the Library & 
Archives Canada on Feb. 1 from 2 - 4pm; the 
Ottawa Police Service BHM Celebration at 
the Police Service HQ on Feb. 5 from 3:30 – 
4:30pm. Of course you won’t want to miss 
the always popular Children’s Stories in the 
Diaspora at the Nepean Library on Feb. 9 
from 2pm - 4pm.  Bring your children and 
come listen to elders in the community bring 
colourful stories to life. 
 

More information on the black history 
events you can attend is  available at:  
www.blackhistoryottawa.org.  

GOING’S-ON FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

How generous of Lisa Brunet of 
TechInsights to donate 4 LCD monitors, 
keyboards and mice to Jaku Konbit. Many 
thanks and a ‘hollah’ to Jaku member Nigel 
Antione, who helped facilitate the donation 
of this practical and useful 
gift. Lisa and her team 
spent many hours on this 
voluntary project to pre-
pare the computers and to 
make sure they were properly set up and 
usable for students and volunteers. 
TechInsights, located in Kanata, provide a 
range of research and advisory services 
throughout the IP industry. 

GENEROUS CORPORATE DONATION 

COME WATCH THE 
 DOCUMENTARY! 

 
WEST INDIAN SCHEME  
DOMESTIC PIONEERS 

SAT. FEB. 15, 2014 
6pm – 8pm 

Ben Franklin Place  
101 Centrepointe Dr. 

 

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,  
I am the dream and the hope of the slave.  
I rise… I rise…  I rise...   

Maya Angelou 

REFLECTIONS... 

Mary Ann Shadd became the 
first Black woman in North 
America to publish a newspa-
per and the first woman pub-
lisher in Canada. In 1850 at 
the age of 27, she came to 

Canada and in addition to founding a racially 
integrated school, she was also the editor of 
a weekly newspaper in Chatham. She lived 
from October 9, 1823 – June 5, 1893 and 
was a remarkably brave and courageous 
heroine. 

MOMENT OF INSPIRATION – MAKING HER 
VOICE HEARD 

Winterlude has arrived. Yes, it’s 
cold out there. But don’t be 
like the bears and hibernate 
this winter. Get out and enjoy 
the cold, crisp air on your cheeks. Have a 
snowball fight or go for a skate on the 
Rideau Canal! 

WINTER HEALTH TIP: STAY ACTIVE 

On Sat. Jan. 18, the Mobile Community 
Kitchen catered an event held by the Jamai-
can Ottawa Community Association for their 
volunteers. The JKMCK team met in the 
afternoon and did everything from prepare 
the food to setting up the Hall to serving the 
guests. What a great time. JOCA was im-
pressed. Good job everyone! 

JKMCK CATERS FOR JOCA 


