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Jaku Konbit – Who We Are 

Jaku Konbit is a registered non-profit, community-based and family-oriented Organisation established in 
Ottawa since 2000. We are committed to the promotion of African and Caribbean cultural identity, self-
reliance, family and community. We aspire to see that all children and youth reach their full potential. To 
achieve this goal, we have strategically invested time and effort into networking and forming mutual 
cooperation among various community organisations and businesses within the Ottawa region.  
 
We provide African and Caribbean-centred information, programs and materials that pertain to the 
physical, social, emotional, intellectual and developmental needs of children and youth. We also advocate 
for educational programs and services that meet the needs of these children and youth.  
 
Some of these programs include:  
 Black Star Tutoring and the African- Canadian Heritage Mobile Display and International 

Inventors Museum both of which promote a focus for children and youth on support for education 
and increased knowledge in the areas of history and science.  

 
 “Greatness is Within Me” Summer Camp and the annual Kwanzaa celebrations which contribute 

to the building of a stronger community through an appreciation of culture, community and 
healthy lifestyles and attitudes for children and youth.  

 
 Green Star Enterprise, Peer-to-Peer Youth Leadership, the Youth Employment Network and 

Ujamaa Market Day which all encourage entrepreneurship among youth, new immigrants and at-
risk youth. They encourage youth to participate in first-time employment, in self-employment and 
to develop money-management skills. 

 
 Under the Mango Tree and other programs including Green Star Enterprise and the Summer Camp, 

also provide an avenue for active participation and open intergenerational dialogue and 
communication between seniors and youth within the community.  

 
As part of our commitment to the development of African and Caribbean children and youth within 
Ottawa, we also advocate through the Ottawa-Carlton District School Board (OCDSB) amongst others to 
provide educational programs and services to meet their needs.  
 
Throughout its fourteen years of existence, Jaku Konbit has been able to assist over 300 families in their 
development. We are very proud of the achievements made thus far and we will continue working towards 
the socio-economic development of children and youth within the Ottawa Region.  
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Mission Statement  

Our mission is to support and improve the lives of disadvantaged individuals and families of African and 
Caribbean descent through partnership with all communities and programming that results in everyone’s 
successful economic and civic participation in Canadian society.  
 
Goals 
 

1) Program and Service Excellence  
 

To deliver and be recognized for providing the best quality, youth, elder and community programs 
that serve everyone with an African heritage and that are wholly open to all others in our culturally 
diverse City of Ottawa.  

 
2) A Strong Organization and Active Participation  

 
To support a great management team and high quality administrative and financial systems that 
improve our programs, increase membership, and strengthen partnerships in a sustainable, 
transparent and accountable manner.  

 
3) Dynamic Community Engagement, Welcoming Events and Growth  

 
To have our community members actively engaged in all aspects of civil society and the cultural 
diversity of Ottawa that is represented in Jaku Konbit.  

 
Organizational Values  

We want everyone to feel encouraged to participate, regardless of their ethnic or other backgrounds, so 
our Mission Statement embraces the following organizational values:  
 
 We strive to create and maintain a supportive, multicultural environment  
 We treat all individuals with dignity and equity and strive to be responsive to our community 

needs.  
 We believe that every one of all ages enriches our society through his or her unique contribution.  
 We value teamwork, resourcefulness and optimism.  
 We are committed to cultivating inter-dependent, harmonious relationships within and outside of 

our community.  
 We are dedicated to being effective, adaptable and principled in our approach to people and 

problems.  
 We believe in family and our commitments to each other, whatever form these may take and the 

importance of everyone’s role, as our elders, our young, our peers, and our selves.  
 Final Report on the Greatness Is Within Me Summer Camp 2014 
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‘Greatness is Within Me’ Summer Camp Overview 

The ‘Greatness is Within Me’ Summer Camp began five years ago. It was proposed because there was a 
desire among the membership to incorporate cultural activities during the summer for their children. The 
Program runs for a total of six weeks with a one-week session per child. The focus of the Program is to build 
a stronger community through an appreciation of culture, community and healthy lifestyles and attitudes 
for children and youth. The Program also provides employment and leadership opportunities for youth. We 
are able to do this through funding for a Camp and Assistant Camp Manager and Camp Counselors too. 
 

2015 proved to be an exciting year for the Program as there were many successes and challenges which 
made it a memorable summer. We had 35 children register - a higher registration than in previous years. As 
well, we enrolled 12 new children this year 23 had previously attended. We are proud that we formed 
original partnerships, that different guest speakers were brought in, that fresh ideas and activities were 
generated and there was a renewed spark of energy that thrived throughout the Camp.  The Camp was well 
organized this year and the children seemed to enjoy each and every day. 
 

As is the case every year, we had some challenges in the area of human resources – specifically orientation 
and training of our new youth counselors. With a total of four new counselors, getting them up to speed 
with the Summer Camp rules and regulations and culture as well as the Organization proved to be trying.  
Two of the youth counselors actually started the second week of Camp.   This tested us to make sure 
everyone was on the same page with respect to the Program and expectations. 
 

See list of 2015 Camp activities further in the report on page 12. 
 

New Partnership and Community Support  

As part of its initiative to provide summer employment for young people and to build relationships within 
the community, this year Jaku Konbit partnered with the Youth Futures Program. The Youth Futures 
Program is a seven month program that provides skills, information, support and practical experience to 
succeed in college, university and the work force. This Program targets youth between the ages 16 – 21 
from low income families and communities. Through the seven months, the youth receive:  
 Leadership training  
 Volunteer opportunities  
 Summer employment  
 On-campus college and university experiences.  

Partnering with Youth Futures provided us with the opportunity to employ three of these young people 
from our Program to put into practice the training they received from Youth Futures. 
 
We also receive funding from corporations in the Community who believe in the work we do with children 
and provide monies to support a child to attend Camp for a week. Special note of thanks for their support: 
 Canadian Jump start:  two children for 5 weeks each 
 Blue Mount Coffee: one child for 1 week 
 Marlene Grant: one child for 1 week 
 Masonic Centre: two children for 1 week  
 Ottawa Kiwanis Club: one child for 4 weeks each 
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Message from the President of Jaku Konbit  
 

2015 Summer Camp reports highlight the various events and activities of this years’ 
Camp.  2015 Camp was a huge success with the highest rate of registration and weekly 
attendance than previous years. With weekly excursions, special guests speakers, 
unique arts and crafts, cooperative games and combine with strong positive message of 
cultural pride and a positive attitude for success, all combine to make our Camp one of 
the most enjoyable and unique  camp in Ottawa. 
 

We are proud to have been able to provide enriching experiences to so many kids and 
we are especially grateful to all the parents for entrusting us with their precious little 
ones, to our partners for their ongoing support and to our sponsors for their generous 
donations that made the Camp experience possible for so many kids. 
 
Finally, special thanks to the Camp Manager and Youth Counselors who all did an 
fantastic  job to ensure that the participants had the most amazing and fun time at 
Camp. With the community help and support, we look forward to continual growth and 
success in the coming years. 
 
We wish you all GREATNESS! 
Ken Campbell 

 
 
Message from the Camp Program Manager  

Working at Jaku Konbit as the Camp Manager this year was an amazing, educational 
and soul searching experience. I have made connections with campers, as well as 
others in the community which will always stay in my heart. I not only had a great time 
watching the campers grow it also provided me with the opportunity to grow myself. 
Each day at the Summer Camp was a day to learn something new. This summer I have 
learned to have faith in my abilities as a young woman, I have learned that I am filled 
with greatness that is just waiting to explode. This summer will forever be positively 
engraved in my brain and for that,  I thank Jaku Konbit members as well as the parents 
of the campers for this amazing opportunity and I will forever be ``great-full.``  

 
       Lhaila Legendre 

 
Message from the Assistant Camp Manager   

The Camp has been a fantastic opportunity from enriching cultural, educational and 
athletic activities all the while creating bonds with other kids from the community. I've 
never seen so many smiles, and loved being a part of it.  
 
Michele Jean-Baptiste 
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Meet Team Greatness (Camp Counselors) 
 

 
                  Left – Alexandra (Volunteer), Wendley (Volunteer), Abdul, Adam (Counselor),  

Front - Aisha and Ellie (Counselors) 
 

 
 
Abdul – I loved working at the Summer Camp this summer. Working for Jaku Konbit has provided me with 
many learning and growing opportunities. The Greatness is Within Me Summer Camp was the perfect ideal 
first job for a teenager.  
 
Eleanor – Camp for me was realizing my own greatness. It was an honour to be a positive role model to the 
kids and it has made me want to become a better person and to strive for greatness. In the short time that I 
have been involved with Jaku Konbit, I have grown tremendously.  
 
Aisha – Working for Jaku Konbit as my first job in Canada was a great experience. It has given me the 
opportunity to build new connections, relationships and work experience. It has also allowed me to 
showcase and improve the many skills that I have. 
 
Adam – Through my experience at Camp I have learned that I am capable of many great things. Working 
with Jaku Konbit has improved not only my self-esteem, but it has also provided me with a positive self- 
identity.  
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Camp Calendar Of Events 

JAKU KONBIT’S SUMMER CAMP 
 

 ~ JULY and AUGUST 2015 CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES~  
Building our community together 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
 6  1st Day of CAMP 

 
Establish ground rules 

 
Reading Time: 

 African Book Club 
 

Games & Icebreakers 
 

WHY I AM GREAT! 
Share your stories with  

fellow campers 
 

Arts and Crafts/  
Adinkra Symbols 

Design my Portfolio 
 

7   Stories Between  
the Generations: 

Under the  
Mango Tree  

 
Trip: 

Museum of Nature 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Games / 
Fun Activities 

 8   Stories Between  
the Generations: 

Under the  
Mango Tree 

 
Health & Fitness 

 
Special Guest: 

Ottawa Art Gallery 
 
     

Outside games/  
Track & Field 

 
Wade Pool 

9  Reading Time:                                
African Book Club 

 
Travel the world 
via Google Earth 

 
Trip: 

Green Star Garden 
 
 
 
 
 

Healthy Snacks with 
Special Guest 

 
Wade Pool 

10  Reading Time:    
African Book Club 

 
 Get fit-with 

 
Soccer Clinic with 
Anthony Legendre 

 
 
 
 

& BBQ 
Special Guest: 

Aerobics Fitness 
 

Wade Pool 

13   Stories Between the 
Generations: Under the 

Mango Tree  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest:  
Rita Carter 

Singing Workshop 
 

Cooperative Games/ 
Fun Activities 

14  Stories Between the 
Generations: Under the  

            Mango Tree 
 

Trip:  
Public Library 

 
Special Guest: 
Dr. Magdalene  

Antoine 
 
 
 
 

Cooperative Games  
Wade Pool 

15  Stories Between the 
Generations: Under the  

            Mango Tree 
 

Special Guest: 
Fire Prevention 
Ellen Pazdzior 

 
 
 
 
 

Cooperative Games/ 
Fun Activities 

 

 16  Reading Time:                
African Book Club 

 
Blacks in Science and 

Technology 
 

Trip: 
Aviation and Space  

Museum 
 
 

 17  Reading Time:            
   African Book Club 
 

Youth Basketball 
 
 
 
 

Honouring 
Nelson Mandela’s 

Birthday 
 

20  Stories Between the 
Generations: Under the  

           Mango Tree 
 
             Special Guest: 
       Happy to be Nappy 
       Hair Braiding Styles 
 
 

 
 
 
  

21  Reading Time:                    
African Book Club 

 
Self Portrait 

with Kenneth  
Campbell 

 
 
 
 

Special Guest: 
Adrian Harewood 

   
 
 

22      Reading Time:          
       African Book Club 

Special Guest:  
Jayeur Joseph 

‘What is Greatness? 
 
 
 
 
 

Campers and  
Counselors Showcase 

 23   Reading Time:     
    African Book Club 

 
Special Guest: 

Ottawa Police: To  
Serve and to Protect 

      
 
 
 

Wade Pool 

24  Reading Time:       
African Book Club 

 
 
 
 

Special Guest: 
Sandra Peterkin 

Beads Work Workshop 
 

Olympic Field Day 
GreenStar vs. GIWM 

http://d236bkdxj385sg.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/doctor.jpg�
https://www.google.ca/url?url=https://www.pinterest.com/doreensmith11/nelson-mandela-~-madiba/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CC8Q9QEwDGoVChMI5JGJvt2FxgIVSw6SCh1mSwCX&usg=AFQjCNF1xBj75-7YcX2CCEc2QX8Ll8FWyg�
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.vinylsilhouettes.com/sport-silhouettes.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBsQ9QEwAmoVChMIw-Sv3duFxgIVCWCtCh0xSABx&usg=AFQjCNHSRjDtEVnz4EJD0wKyrFfk9xEmTQ�
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://casmuseum.org/museum.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBUQ9QEwAGoVChMIi5C0w9uFxgIVhS6sCh1UtwCX&usg=AFQjCNFAnIoRWb-ntFrm-VCN0KEfkCrAbw�


 

27   Reading Time: 
   Africa  n Book Club 

    
Trivia and Canadian  
History Competition 

 
 
 

Trip: 
Museum of History 

 
Cooperative Games/ 

Scavenger Hunt 

28  Reading Time:       
   African Book Club 

 
Special Guest: 

Sarah Onyango- 
Giving Back to the  

Community 
 

Trip:  
Green Star Garden 

 
 
 
 
 

Wade Pool 

29  Reading Time: 
     African Book Club 
 

Special Guest: 
Heart & Stroke  

Foundation 
 
 
 
 

Camp Movie Day 
 

Wade Pool 

30   Get Fit with 
   
    Exercise Game 

 
Trip: 

Ottawa Buskerfest 
 
 
 
 

Djembe Drumming 
with Eric Sarrah 

 
Splash Water Park 

31  Reading Time: 
  African Book Club 
 

 
 
 
 

Special Guest: 
Rita Carter 

Singing Workshop  
 

Cultural Pride: 
Wear the flag of your 

country and share 
stories of your country 

with campers 
03   Civic Holiday 
     NO CAMP 

04   Reading Time: 
   African Book Club 

 
Hydro Ottawa  

Conservation Team 
Workshop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Domestic Pioneers 
Sharing their Stories  

with Campers 
 

Creative Games 

05   Reading Time: 
   African Book Club 

 
Stories Between the 

Generations: 
Under the  

Mango Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trip: 
Supreme Court  

of Canada 
Black Law Students 

 
Creative Games 

06  Reading Time: 
   African Book Club 
 
 
 
 

Special Guest: 
Blacks in Science 

     
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trip: 

Jamaica Flag Raising 
 at City Hall 

 

07  Reading Time: 
  African Book Club 

 
Cooking Workshop: 

Making Healthy Snacks 
and Juices 

 
Special Guest: 

Pearline Mortan 
Sewing and Mending 

 
 
 
 
 

It’s All About  
Volunteering: 
Daphka Kene 

 
Wade Pool 

10  Reading Time: 
  African Book Club 
 

 
 
 

Bake Sale Fundraiser for  
Mont Cascade trip 

 
Closing Prep 

with Campers and  
Counselors 

11   Reading Time: 
African Book Club 

 
Harvest Day at 

Green Star  
Community Garden 

Guest: 
Luke Campbell 

 
 
 
 
 

Healthy Snacks 

12   Reading Time: 
African Book Club 

 
Trip: 

All day to Mont Cascade  
 
 

13   Reading Time: 
 African Book Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing Prep: 
Camp Counsellors  

+ kids plan for  
Closing Presentations 

 
 

14  Camp Closing 
Ceremony &  
Celebration 

 
Special guests 

Community guests 
Power Point video of 

Camp Highlights 

 
We invite you to join us for the ‘GREATNESS IS WITHIN YOU’ CLOSING CELEBRATION! 

Friday, August 14th, 2015 from 4pm - 6pm 
55 Mann Avenue, ON 

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED                 



 

Camp Promotional Poster 

     JAKU KONBIT 
 

Greatness is Within Me! 
Summer Camp 2015 

(For ages 6-13) 
                        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

An experience like you would not believe! 
6 weeks of action-packed, academic, athletic, cultural and holistic programming that aims to 

develop and cultivate the natural greatness within each participant. 
 
 

July 6th - August 14th  

$95/week 
 

 
REGISTER NOW! CALL 613-567-0600 

 
Camp Session: 

The Camp runs from July 6th – August 14th  
We offer full day sessions, Monday to Friday.  

Morning drop-off is from 8am – 9am 
Afternoon pick-up is from 4pm – 5pm. 

 
Camp Base: 

Viscount Alexander Public School 
55 Mann Ave (near King Edward Intersection) 

 
Contact: 

613-567-0600 
www.jakukonbit.com 

 
“Let Earth and Sky be our Yardstick and Eternity our Measurement of Success”  

Hon. Marcus Garvey 
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July 6th - August 14th 

$95/week 



 

Camp Core Values and Messages 

-You are born great, with the ability to be the best. 

-Believe you can achieve anything you put your mind to. 

-Embrace knowledge and experiences. 

-Be a lifetime student. 

-You are special, there’s no other like you. 

-You are created just right. 

-Be the driver in the journey of your life. 

-It is your duty to share the talents you are blessed with. 

-You deserve to be treating like a treasure. 

-You possess the potential to make a difference in this world. 
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Synopsis of Camp 2015 

This summer we were privileged to meet so many interesting people, see fascinating things and to go to 
new places all over Ottawa. Here are just a few of the GREAT things we experienced during the months of 
July and August at the “Greatness is Within Me’ Summer Camp. 
 
Guest Speakers: 
Dr. Magdalene Antoine (Doctor)    Rita Carter (Song workshops) 
Mayra Flash (Under the Mango Tree reader)   Donna O’Reggio ((Under the Mango Tree reader) 
Anthony Legendre (Soccer clinic)    Ellen Pazdzior (Fire prevention) 
Ken and Michelle (Drumming)    Paula Whitelocke (Curly Hair Design) 
Kenneth Campbell (Art)     Tasha Forget (Face painting) 
Antoinette Smith (Nelson Mandela’s Birthday)  HelpAge Canada's "Seen Your Citizen?" 
Sgt. Walter Duhme (Ottawa Police)    Amhanda Kourouma – Power of Unity 
Miss Asante (Dancing)     Dominique Michel – Ottawa Art Gallery 
Jordy Ibalanky (Volunteering) 
 
Trips: 
Aviation Museum 
Beach Day Art Mooney’s Bay 
BuskerFest Canadian Museum of History  
Imax Theatre 
Island Flavour Restaurant 
Jamaica Flag Raising (City Hall) 
Mont Cascade 
Museum of Nature 
Ottawa Art Gallery  
Wade Pool 
 
Experiences: 
Changing of the Guard 
Various pools  
Imax Movie `Celebration of Me!` Presentation 
Heru Drummers 
Arts and crafts 
Making of volcanoes 
Blacks in science 
Wall of Greatness 
Tree of Greatness 
Honoring Nelson Mandela 
Beads work 
Cooperative games  
Meeting with seniors  
Movies  
Scavenger hunts 
Sports (soccer and basketball) 
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Weekly Summer Camp Report  

Week # 1:  

The ``Greatness is Within Me`` Summer Camp has officially started 
with many fun impacting activities. The campers started the 2015 
summer edition by getting an introduction to the Camp, creating 
their portfolios, and learning about the meanings of their names. 
 
The second day of the Camp was spent at the Museum of Nature, 
where the campers got to learn about all the different types of life 
that has been on earth since the beginning of time. Campers got to 
see what the insides of most animals looked like and learned all 
about their life in their natural habitats. 
  
Wednesday started off with a visit from a special guest, who 
participated in the Under The Mango Tree program, and shared 
some stories with the children. The special guest read a story to the 
camper that focused on telling the readers that they can achieve 
greatness.  
 
On Thursday, the campers travelled the world via Google Earth. 
They learned about the different countries and their major artifacts 
and interesting sites. The campers also got to visualize what life is 
like for children living in different countries by  watching videos 
that covered the children’s daily activities. The learning did not stop 
there! Later on in the day, the campers watched a movie whose key 
message was that it is okay to be different and that everyone 
deserves to be treated nicely.  

 
Friday was a busy day for the campers. The day got started with a 
fitness class for the campers ran by our special guest for the day. A 
soccer clinic was also led by the special guest. Campers got to learn 
the basic rules and skills of the game. The soccer clinic was followed 
by a BBQ. Campers replenished their energy with burgers and hot 
dogs and then ended the day at the pool, enjoying popsicles to cool 
down from such a busy and fun impacted day.   

 
Accompanied by these many exciting events were things such as 
daily visits to the pool, intense games of line tag, musical chairs and 
wink murder. Campers also had down time where they got to do 
crafts, read and share some one on one time with the Camp 
Counselors.  
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Weekly Summer Camp Report 

Week # 2:  

As hard as it is to believe, week 2 of the Jaku Konbit “Greatness is 
Within Me” Summer Camp has come and gone. Similar to week 1, 
week 2 was also filled with many fun impacted activities. From field 
trips to sport workshops, the campers were left exhausted every 
afternoon. Week 2 started off with a special guest who participated 
in the Camps` “Under The Mango Tree” reading program. Once the 
book was read, the special guest also spoke to the campers about 
their inner beauty. Campers learned that true beauty is found in 
your brain, personality, and heart. The day continued with a singing 
workshop hosted by Rita Carter. With Rita’s’ help, campers wrote a 

song that talked about the different diversities and greatness of the 
Camp. 
 
Day two of the Camp, we hosted CBC Radio who interviewed parents 
and seniors about the importance of the Camp and its contribution 
to the community. You can listen to the segment on the CBC’s 
website listed below. http://www.cbc.ca/ottawamorning/episodes/ 
 
Following the radio interview, a trip to the Aviation and Space 
Museum increased the campers’ knowledge on the different types of 
air planes that have been flown by pilots in different periods of 
history. 

 
Wednesday was a very educational day for the campers. A special visit from the Ottawa Fire Department 
started the day. Campers learned about fire safety, and what to do in case of a fire emergency. Campers 
spent the whole morning singing their fire safety song with joy. The special guest also allowed campers to 
inspect the many different components that make up a firefighters uniform.  

  
Thursday was packed with excitement, as campers enjoyed having 
two special guest speakers. The first guest speaker was Dr. 
Magdalene Antoine, who taught them that they are capable of 
doing anything they want. The Doctor shared with them many 
strategies that will aid them in staying focused and achieving their 
dreams. Campers then got a visit from the Ottawa Art Gallery. 
Campers were individually given the chance to show off their 
knowledge about art, as well as their own artful skills. 

 
Friday was once again full of great activities to end the week. Campers started the day with a basketball 
workshop. Campers enjoyed learning the different rules of the game. Campers tired themselves out during 
an intense game of bump that brought them into lunch time. After lunch time, campers were given a dance 
workshop by the talented Miss Asante. Once the sportive activities were given a rest, Camp received the 
third special guest of the day, Antoinette Smith. Miss Smith taught the campers all about Nelson Mandela 
and the difference he has made in the world. Due to the weather, campers were saddened to have learned 
that swimming was canceled for the day. All was forgotten after an intense water balloon fight that 
resulted in EVERYONE being wet, from campers, to counselors to even special guests.  
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Weekly Summer Camp Report 

Week # 3:  

Can you believe week 3 of the ``Greatness is Within Me`` 
Summer Camp is over? That means that we are half way 
through to the finish line. As always, this was an exciting week 
for the campers. 
 
Monday was a great start to the week. We gathered ``Under 
the Mango Tree``, and had reading time with the kids. 
Energetic kids won’t be still for long though! The kids enjoyed 
free play playing basketball and soccer, a great opportunity 
for them to practice team work and leadership. We ended a 
fun day with a trip to the pool to cool off under the hot 
summer sun. 

 
Tuesday, the kids unleashed their inner artist, with Jaku Konbit’s 
own Ken Campbell giving a presentation on portraiture and 
showcasing his thrilling and life like oeuvres. Our resident artist 
traced the silhouette of each camper on paper, asking them to add 
on their features and asking them to sign their name with a few 
words on what they believe makes them great. The kids were then 
able to make canvasses of themselves with a face painting workshop 
with special guest Tasha Forget. The kids worked on a camp banner. 
It was an artsy day. 
  
Wednesday, was more philosophical. We got together with the kids and had a discussion on how we define 
greatness. The kids got engaged in calorie burning play, and then we got together and shared our special 
talents. Campers got the opportunity not only to share what they believe is great about them with other 
campers; they also got to hear positive observations from other campers. 
 

Thursday, we began with reading time. The kids engaged in 
free sport play and games and capped off the day with a trip 
to the park and pool. We had our guest cancel, so it was a 
more relaxed day. 
 
Friday, the kids were artisans, as our Camp Counselor, Aisha, 
held a workshop on bead-jeweler workshop. The kids put 
their imaginations to work and made lovely creations, some 
becoming affectionate tokens for loved ones and friends. 
We then had chemistry meet geology when the kids made 
their own vinegar and baking soda volcanoes. We finished 
the day with a movie. Week 3 proved to be a fun-filled 
creative and imagination packed week! 
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Weekly Summer Camp Report 

Week # 4:  

It is amazing how fast time can fly when you are having this 
much fun! The summer is flying by and the school year is 
quickly approaching. Campers have already started missing 
the fun impacted days that they have spent at the Camp this 
summer. Week 4 had the campers going home full of fatigue 
and over stimulated brains.  
 
The week started off on Monday with a slow, yet, still 
amusing adventure. Campers bused to a park found in 
downtown Ottawa, where they sat as a group and enjoyed a 
picnic. Campers also spent some time making a wish in the 
wishing fountain at the park.  

 
Tuesday was spent at the Museum of History in Gatineau, Quebec. Campers enjoyed an IMAX documentary on 
Madagascar and the very first life found on the island; limier. Campers learned that it is important for humans to 
treat both the animals and nature with respect.  
 

Wednesday was spent at the base home of the Camp. 
Campers received a special visit from the seniors in the 
community. The seniors shared their individual stories and 
taught the children about what ageism is and why it is 
harmful to the society.  
Thursday was once again spent downtown. The campers 
got to go watch an amazing magic show performed by a 
street artist at the Ottawa Buskerfest celebration. Campers 
sat in the shade and enthusiastically watched the magician 
make things reappear and disappear, as well as give the 
audience many minor heart attacks from all the 
excitement.   

 
Friday was a very exciting day to end the week. Campers participated in a scavenger hunt, which ended with a 
Jaku Konbit "I am great puzzle." After lunch, campers changed into their swimming gear and got both mentally 
and physical prepared for an intense game of octopus in the swimming pool. Campers ended their day with an 
exciting and thrilling water balloon fight in the rain.   
 
As usual, campers participated in many more activities 
during the camp days. Some of these activities include 
group games, indoor and outdoor play, listening to myths 
and sharing stories for story time. Campers also went 
swimming at an outdoor pool every day and got to spend 
some free time at the crafts table where they let their 
artistic imaginations run wild and free.  
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Weekly Summer Camp Report 

Week # 5:      
 

One can hardly believe that we are already at our second last week of 
the “Greatness is Within Me” Summer Camp for the summer of 2015. 
Week five was a very fun and productive week for both the campers 
and the counsellors. Campers spent this week preparing for the last 
upcoming week and making plenty of last minute memories.  
Campers spent their Monday at home, due to it being a Civic Holiday, 
but that did not stop week five from being just as, if not more, 
fantastic than all the other weeks. Tuesday, campers were more than 
happy to reunite after the long weekend. Campers spent their day 
playing indoor group games, as well as enjoying some outdoor play 
time.  

On Wednesday, campers got a visit from our very own Ken Campbell 
who talked to them about Blacks in Science. Campers got to learn 
about many African-American inventors who invented things such as 
the clock, traffic lights, and even potato chips. Campers also got to 
learn about 3D printers. Campers got to view how one works and also 
got to touch the finish product that had been printed by Jordi, who is 
currently building his own 3D printer.  

Thursday was a very educational, as well as enthusiastic day for the 
campers. The Summer Camp got to attend the raising of the Jamaican 
flag at City Hall. To celebrate Jamaica, campers enjoyed cake with the 
mayor and many more important figures in the community. Following 
the cake eating, campers enjoyed a peaceful picnic on the front lawn 
of the building.  

Friday was BEACH DAY!!!! Campers arrived at Camp excited for the 
day to start. Campers got to spend time at Mooney's Bay beach 
where they played volleyball, made sand castles, got buried, and 
enjoyed swimming with the seaweeds of the beach. After a long 
and tiring swim, campers relaxed at picnic tables while enjoying 
some ice cream and frozen yogurt.    

As usual, campers enjoyed much more than just the field trips and 
special guests. This week was a very artistic week for the Camp, so, 
accompanied by swimming and the many other fun activities that 
took place, campers also enjoyed spending many of their 
afternoons coloring and drawing. Campers also spent time 
practicing their song and dance that they plan on performing at the 
closing ceremony.   
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Weekly Summer Camp Report 

Week # 6:  

Indeed it was a great one. The last week of Camp has come 
and gone. And all though we are sad to see it come to an 
end, we cannot help but have a full grin on our face when 
thinking about the past six weeks and all of the fun we have 
had. Many believe that in everything you do, you should 
always go big or go home. And that is exactly how the 
greatness is within me summer camp ended for the year of 
2015. 
 
Monday was an exciting start for the campers as they held a 
bake sale in the community in order to fundraise for the  
annual Mont Cascade field trip. Campers, as well as 
counselors, donated some baked goods in order to get the 
bake sale on the run. With the amount of construction 
workers around the base of camp, as well as the fact that we 
are located near the university, I am sure it is no surprise to 
know that the bake sale was an amazing success.  
 
Tuesday was more of a relaxation day for the campers as 
they were preparing for what was sure to be a day full of 
smiles and excitement the next day. Campers spent their 
day practicing their camp song and dance that they planned 
on performing for the closing ceremony.  

 
Wednesday, the day that all of the campers and members had been looking up to for 
the previous five weeks had finally arrived. Early in the morning the bus was boarded 
and the greatness is within me summer camp were headed for a fantastic day at Mont 
Cascade. As expected campers had a blast. Campers were put into groups and then got 
to enjoy the many rides that the water park offered. After a much needed lunch 
campers and counselors took some relaxation time in the heated pool, which was 
naturally followed by another set of rides. Campers were swamped with fatigue on the 
bus heading back to camp, but you could still feel the excitement of the day on the bus. 
 
Thursday was dedicated to practice for the closing ceremony. Following a visit from the 
Ottawa Police, campers spent their morning enjoying outdoor play. Once lunch was 
finished, practice for the day to come was in full motion. 
 
Friday was an emotional day for many campers. As everyone sat in a circle and talked 
about what they enjoyed at the camp you could tell that the group would deeply miss 
each other. After practicing multiple times the campers were able to showcase their amazing drumming, singing 
and dancing skills. And who could forget the amazing, mouth-watering food that was offered after the talent 
show component of the closing ceremony. Everyone sat around the gym enjoying their dinner as we all thought 
about the great times we have had at the Jaku Konbit greatness is within me summer camp. Saying goodbye was 
hard for the many campers, but as the thought of the summer to come for the year 2016, they could not help 
but leave the gym with a huge smile on their faces and a ball of excitement in their hearts. 
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Ms. Rita Carter 
Camp Closing Song 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hi everybody! 
We're here to tell a story about the Summer Camp, but something went wrong. 

Can you help me? Can anybody help me? 
We're here to sing our song 

 
We're missing those palm trees and coconuts, lying on the beach 

Playing sports and track and field 
We don't get no sleep 

Africa, Caribbean - that's where we're coming from 
Jaku Konbit Summer Camp is a whole lot of fun 

 
Trinidad is like Hawaii.  It`s made in Trinity 

Canada is like the North Pole.  It`s super duper cold 
Jamaica is like dancing.  It's really enchanting 

Somalia is really hot, like a desert or a melting pot 
 

We are Great people.  We're strong and powerful 
We are Great people.  We're smart and beautiful 

This is our history and this is diversity 
If we live in unity, we'll live for eternity 
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  SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
 

FIELD TRIPS 
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OUTDOOR PLAY 
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FREE TIME 
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CLOSING CEREMONY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOGETHER WE ARE STRONGER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU * ASANTE SANA 
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Parent Evaluation Form 
 
We would love to hear from you, the parent. How your family’s experience with Jaku Konbit’s 
``Greatness is Within Me`` Summer Camp went by filling out this short survey. 
 
 
Date(s) attended: 
 
Was this your child/children’s first time attending this Camp? 
 
Yes                          No 
 
How was your experience with registration?  
 
Great 
  Good  Okay  Horrible 
 
How was your child/children’s experience?  
 
Excellent Pretty good  Average Poor  Nightmare  
 
On a scale of 1-5, with 1 being poor and 5 being excellent, how would you rate our staff? 
 
 
Did you get what you paid for?  
 
Definitely For the Most Part Average Not Really Definitely Not  
 
 
Would you recommend our Program to others families? 
 
 
Yes Not Sure     No  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

page 24 



 

Note of Special Thanks 
 

Our Partners: 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsors 
 

         
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Ottawa Masonic Centre 
Custodians of the Viscount Alexandra 

 
Parents: 

Sandra Peterkin  
Jacqueline Calder 

                                                            
Jaku Konbit Members 

Nathalie Peterkin-Campbell 
Jordi Ibalanky 

Barbara Wilson 
Carmen Jones 

Joanne Robinson 
Maria Johnson    
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